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Horndean Technology 

College celebrate 

Stars in our Schools 

Support staff at Horndean 
Technology College were 
invited to take a break and 
enjoy a cake, when their 
school took part in Stars in 
our Schools last month.  
Stars in our Schools is an 
annual event to celebrate 
the vital work carried in by 
school support staff.  
The headteacher laid on 
cakes and healthy treats 
for all staff and a special 
thank you message was 
broadcast on the plasma 
screens around the school 
throughout the day. 
Local Organiser, Louise 
Barter (pictured right with 
year head and UNISON 
member, Mark Denman) 
attended the event (with 
lots of UNISON goodies!) 
in the school staff room. “It 
was great for UNISON to 
visit the school and take 
part in such a positive 
celebration. Support staff 
really are the unsung 
heroes in schools.” 

Headteacher, Julie 
Summerfield  (pictured top 
right) described the 
school‟s support staff as 
“the powerhouse behind 
the teachers”.  
“We value all staff equally, 
whether teaching or 
support staff. I always take 
the time to thank staff 
individually for the work 

that they do, I feel that  if 
people feel valued they 
will go that extra mile”, 
Julie told us.  
You can see more photos 
from Stars in our Schools 
events across the country 
on 
www.starsinourschools.
uk 

 

Please print a 

copy for your 

staff room 

noticeboard 

Would you lik
e UNISON 

to visit y
our school? 

Book a visit! E
mail 

l.barte
r@unison.co.uk 



Don’t miss another issue! Contact unison@hants.gov.uk and 

supply us with an up-to-date email address to receive 

regular news from your branch by email 

Why did you become a 

workplace steward? What 

made you take this step? 

I suppose it goes back to my 
childhood. My dad was very 
involved with trade unions, so I 
suppose it‟s in my blood. When 
lots of people joined UNISON at 
work, people were saying „who will 
be our rep?‟ and other members 
thought it should be me. I just 
think it‟s important that people are 
treated fairly. 

How much of your time do 

you spend on UNISON 

activities? 

It really varies. A lot of the time 
things can be „nipped in the bud‟ 
by a conversation with the head. I 
wouldn‟t say it‟s a set amount of 
time every week, more as and 
when the need arises. I always 
talk to new staff  at the school and 
encourage them to join, and pass 
on information sent to me from the 
branch. 

What would you say to 

someone who is thinking 

about becoming a steward?  

I would say give it a go! There is 
lots of support available from more 
experienced people at the branch, 
you‟re not expected to know 
everything.  The main thing I 
would say to people is that you‟re 
not taking on the world! You‟re just 
looking for fair play.  

“...you’re not 

taking on the 

world…” 

Name: Bev Parsons 

Works at: Barncroft 

Primary School, Havant, 
as an LSA 

Member since: 2003 

Do you think YOU could become a UNISON steward in your school? As Bev says, 

you’re not taking on the world, and there is lots of support and training available 

to new stewards. If you’d like to find out more, contact Local Organiser Louise 

Barter on 07985 118869 or email l.barter@unison.co.uk 

Who is your rep? 

The first port of call for most 
members who need advice is their 
local workplace steward, or rep. 
Stewards are an essential part of 
the union—without them we can‟t 
function effectively. Every 
workplace, including schools, 
should have a workplace rep, to 
act as the voice for the members 
in the workplace. By being part of 
the workplace team, knowing local 
members and management, they 

can often prevent problems from 
escalating. They also help you 
keep in touch with UNISON 
campaigns that are relevant to 
school support staff in particular. 
They are able to access a range to 
training and can call upon the 
advice of Branch officers when 
necessary, for information, 
guidance and support. Does your 
school have a rep? If not, have 
you thought about being that 

person? Or 
you could get 
together with 
a colleague 
and do it 
together? Louise Barter, your 
Local Organiser for Hampshire 
would be happy to meet you to 
discuss what is involved.  
Get in touch with Louise today: 
07985118869 or 
l.barter@unison.co.uk 

What’s it like to be a UNISON rep? 

? 


